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The laſt dying Words, Speech, and Conſeſſion of the 5 Malefactors who were 


executed at Ty burn near Vork, on Saturday April 14, 1792. 


Pt crimes for which theſe unfortunate malefaQors 
have ſuffered death tor, are of an alarming and ſeri- 


ous nature, particularly demanding demending the vindic- 
tive arm of juſtice. But of this the public will beſt decide 


for themſelves, when a ſtatement of facts are exhibited ; 
and this we are enabled to do from what has appeared up- 
on their reſpective trials, as well as from what they have 
con feſſed, during the ſolemn hours which they have paſſed 


ſince condemnation. The firſt Offender is 


SPENCE BROUGHTON, who was convicted of the 
cleareſt evidence tor robbing the Rotherham Mail.——As 


every petſon mult be well acquainted with the enormity of 
his crime, particularly in a mercantile country, it will be 
needleſs to dwell long upon the ſubje&. Be it our province 
therefore, to give the public true information reſpecting 
his parentage and connections in life. Broughton was born 
near Sleafor d. in Lincolnſhire, of very reſpectable parents, 
his father, during his life time, having followed the occu- 
2 of à farmer in an extenſive line. He has a ſiſter now 


iving, who keep a genteel and well-frequented inn on the 
South road. He married a young woman of fortune when 


about 20 years of age, by whom he had three children, two 
bojzs and a girl, which offspring, with their mother have 
the misfortune to be ſurviving witneſſes of his ſhameful ex- 
it. He lived with Mrs. Broughton for ſeveral: years in 


conjugal happineſs, till he formed a connection ®oth dif. 


Honourable and fatal. And now he abandoned his family 


for far leſs worthy aſſociates, and ſo conſtantly attached 


hbimſylf to their company, that all domeſtic happineſs fled, 
and no thoughts of proviping for their ſupport obtained a 
place in his affeQions; nay, inſtead of continuing their 


proteQor, he waſted their ſubſtance in riot & exceſs. At 


length, unable to ſupport herſelf under ſuch diſtrefling 
_ circumſtances, Mrs. Brougyton reſolved upon a ſeparation, 
Which was at length agreed to=but not before he had 


ſquandered away the ſum of 1001. Thus circumſtanced, 


ke became the avowed companion of ſharpers & gamblers, 

attended cockings and races. was concerned with a party 
in an E. O. table, and for ſome time cohabited with a wo- 

man as his adopted wife. From theſe ſad practices he de - 


ſeended to the commiſſion of that atiocious offence which 
has marked him out as a monument of public juſtice, 


However, it is ſome extenuation of his guilt to ſay that no 
act ef cruelty attended the robbery ; for George Leaſley, 
the perſon who conveyed the mail, depoſed, ** That his 
| Horſe was led by the bridle into the field, and to get off — 

à handkerchief was then tied over his eyes, his hands were 
bound behind him, and he was fixed to a hedge. That in 


about an hour's time he freed himſelf, and found his horſe 
hung at the gate, but the Rotherham bag gone 


| Broughton was a remarkable well-made man, fix feet two 


Inches high, and in the 46th year of his age. Hence we 
may fee the dreadful effects of bad companions, for his 
untimely fate muſt indiſputably be artribued to their bane- 


ful inſinuations, He behaved with becoming fortitude . 
when under ſentence, and was devoutly anxious to gain 
the forgiveneſs of his Maker, whom he ſaid he had too re- 
peatedly offended, and with deep contrition acknowledged 
the crime which put a period to his exiſtence. On Tuurſday 
evening he requeſted pen, ink, and paper, and wrore the 


- 


following conciſe ſketch of his ſentim+-nrs :_ | 
*« Surely I have greatly tranſgrifſed the laws boch of God and 


man! In what manner ſhall a finful avreich, like me, preſume 
fo approach the throne of mercy? Alas! my repeated prowoca- 


tions do now wwound me to the wery foul. How khawe 7 tri ftid 
away the beurs, the days. the month:, aud year: of my life! O 
the profiigacy of my beart ! O the miſery that I have, as it were 
laboured to bring ferth Father of mercies, forgive me. Jeſus, 
my Saviour, plead for ne; for, if thou inclineft thine ear, I am 
eternally happy; otherwiſe, eternally miſerable. To ther 1 com- 
mend my /ex!---O take it to thy heavenly protection! So fhail I 
pd ſi thro' the vale of tear;, to the heaven of perſeci and un u- 
terrupted blefſedneſs. Grant me, gracious Ged, Mis heart-felt, 
dying requeſt, and I will not be diſmayed; for thou alone art a 
refuge for tbeſe 2wbo confide in thee.” 950 1 
JOHN LUCAS and THOMAS STEARMAN. The crime 
which brought theſe 2 unhappy men to their faral end, may like- 


wife be claſſed among thoſe evils which too frequently gain admit 


rance into the human heart. The artfulneſs and vilainy which 
theſe 2 men diſcoyered in the execution of their nnlawſul deeds 
(aided by z others of a fad deſcription} ought not to paſs unnoticed. 
I order to lay a ſure foundation for the completion of their pur- 


; moved valuable ſtock from Scarbro' to Malton, the ſpa 
had clokd. Two perſons, named Walker and Ambler, the former 


\ 
poſi, they loitered about the town of Malton ſome days, and viſit. 
ed he ſhop of Meſſrs. Mundells, linendrapers, under pretence of 
Purthaſing a few ſmall articles. But even in this inſtance there was 
a cothemptible meanneſs, which, however, from « motive ef kind- 


neis vas paſſed over; for Lucas was detected with a roll of ribbaud 


u hispocket, This vifit was paid with a view to explore the reg- 
dieſt vay of plundering theſe honeſt ſhopkeepers, who had at this 
time ai extraordinary aſſortment of goods in poſſeſſion 8 re · 

ea 


ſon 


admitted Kings evidence, the latter not yet taken, were concern» 
ed in this burglary; and on the tiſtimany of Walker it appeared 
that they borrowed 3 horſes of one Iveſon of Leeds, & caine that 
night to Luk, where they ſſept ; they left York the next morning, 
dined at Syrtlebeck, and got to Malton late in the evening; they 
put their hæſes into an empty table in a field by the road fide, and 
about 11 at ſight broke open Meſſ. Mundel}'s ſhop, and took away 
goods to the ralue of ſeveral hundred pounds, and loaded their hor- 
ſes with then. Then they immediately ſet off on their retura, but 
ſaund when\hey got near Whitwell, that their horſes would not 
be able to caty them and their good ; they therefore buried nearly 
half of them ii danghill by the road fide; and proceeded throvgh 
Vork, and goto Walker's houſe at Methley, where they divided 
the goods. Thy were ſoon after parſued, and trac- 4 to Walker's 


| Houſe : here theconſtable found Walker's ſhare of the garjoyy ar- | 


ticles; they appehended him on the Saturday and broug. e him to 
York. Here he riqueſted to ſpeak to a magiſtrate, and mad«, full 


confeſſion of all tle robberies he had been concerned in. Some, 


the goods were ſand in Lucas's poſſeſſion; part in the Jdunghill, 
near Whitwell, an part in a well near Leeds Lucas was alſo con. 


| victedofa burglaryyt Leeds, and Stearman for being concerned in 
Mr. Walpole's phe: wp at Halifax, and ſtealing cloth thereout. 


Lucas was bornkt Leeds, and brought up to the profeſſion of a 


carpet · wea ver. He lad been guilty of many thefts, for 1 of which 


he had been publiclywhipped ; but having an artful temper, and 


generally inveigling ay accomplice, he frequently eluded the ſearch 


of juſtice, He was in he 37th year of his ace, of middle ſtature, 
and has left a widow aid 4 children. Stearman was a ſing le man, 
and about the ſame age and fize, and had been an aſſociate with 
Lucas in the commiſſionof ſe veral miſdemeanours. WE: 
 TOSEPH BREARILEY. This malefactor was convicted of a 
burglary in the dwelling houſe and ſhop of Ann Booth, of Cleck- 
Heaton, in the weſt riding, After he had received ſentence of death 
he ſeemed to be inſenſible f his perilous ftate, and for 2 or 3 days 
was totally indifferent. But this was evideatly the effect of igno- 
rance, For he had received no education, being born of indigent 


_ earents. However, by the daily attendance of the Clergyman, and 


the humiliating example of the reſt or his ſellow. fufferers, he be- 
came conſcious of his euilt, and was bronght to a due knowledge of 


the heinouſneſs of his offence: . $0 creat was the reformation which 


he diſcovered, that he repeatedly ſaid he was not afraid to die, as 


| God had promiſed mercy to the finner if he repented, and he hoped 
. that his why ute was ſincere, for he would rather die than live» 
He was a fincle man, about 30 years of ace, of the middle ature, 


and born in the kinodom of Ireland. 1 . 
THOMAS CRAWSHAW. This culprit was likewiſe convicted of 


| a burglary in the neee of John Wilſon, ale houſe-keepbt at 


Thorpewilloby in the Weſt. riding. He was a miller, which profeſſion he 
followed till indolence and wicked companions ſeduced him aſtray» The 
time which he fixed on for perpetrating his deſign ought particularly to 


have been otherwiſe employed, as the fact was committed on a Sunday 
morning. Indeed every day and every hour ought to be better obſerved than 


in contriving ſchemes to annoy our neighbours, but ſurely that ſacred day 


demands more immediate attention to the duties of religious worſhip.—— 


However, it is ſatisfactory to obſerve that he was a true penitent, and 
deeply affected with the fatal conſequences which he had inconſiderately 
bꝛough upon himſelf. He refided at Snaith, near Selby, was a fingle many 
of low ſtature, and in the 42d year of his age. | ? Ga 


On Friday an excellent and well-adapted diſcourſe was p 


preached by the Rev. W. Richardfon, from Rom. vi. 23. 
For the wages of ſin is death: but the giſt of God is eter- 
nah life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? which not only 
. affeQcd the, culprits, but many people who were aſſembed 


% 


there. = 7 
They all behaved in the moſt penitential manner under 


condemnation, and, thank God, well employed their fort 


ſpace of time in preparing for a /ong eternity. They all 
received the ſacrament, confeſſed their crimes, and own- 


cd the juſtice of their ſentence.” 


At the place of execution they were ſtill fervent in pray- 
er, conducted themſelves with becoming fortitude and re- 


ſignation, and ardently implored forgiveneſs of their hea- 


venly Father. An uncommon concuurſe of people ac- 


companied them to 'Tyburn, who, deeply affected with 


the ſolemnity of the ſcene, were weeping witnefles of their 
departure from this world to meet the Eternal Judge of 
mankind, After hanging the uſual time, they were cut 
down, and Broughton's 'remains were conveyed to Atter- 


cliffe Common, there to be hung in chains, as an awful 
example to thoſe who forſake the path of duty, and fol- 
low the multitude to do evil. 5 
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